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Launch of Volvo Trucks FH — A new way
to move forward

Volvo Trucks’ new Volvo FH is made for a truck’s most precious cargo; the driver.
With a re-imagined cab, innovative safety features and a driver-focused working
environment, the key aim of the new design is to give the driver a more productive,
safe and comfortable life on the road.

The Volvo FH series has been a favourite among truck drivers for many years,
especially for those who spend a good portion of their lives on the road.

“With the new Volvo FH, we are continuing our clear focus on designing trucks and
offering services that can help drivers do an outstanding job,” said Marcus Horberg, vice
president of Volvo Group Southern Africa. “A good driver can make a huge contribution
to a fleet owner’s profitability. By launching this new truck, which prioritises the
professional driver’s productivity and comfort, we have taken an important step forward
in helping our customers attract and retain the best drivers in the industry.”

The ultimate working environment

The attention given to drivers is most obvious in the updated interior working
environment. Their workspace is centred around a modernised dashboard, which features
a fully digital 12-inch high resolution instrument display and includes an open storage
space with motion-sensor controlled lighting.

The instrument display allows the driver to choose up to four different screen views,
depending on the driving situation and the information they prefer to have displayed.

A 9-inch side display will provide infotainment, navigation assistance, transport
information and camera monitoring. The display, which is within easy reach, allows the
driver to interact in numerous ways: with the intuitively positioned buttons on the steering
wheel, through voice control, or directly via the touchscreen and display control panel. A
passenger corner camera has also been added for additional visibility and safety.

“Easy access to a variety of information increases the driver’s ability to perform more
efficiently, safely and comfortably,” said Eric Parry, product manager at Volvo Trucks
South Africa. “The presentation of information has improved significantly with the new
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displays. Interactions that require the driver’s attention are now concentrated on the side
display, which is placed within easy reach of the driver’s seat. Distractions are therefore
minimised as key driving information is shown clearly on the user-friendly and easily-
viewable instrument display.”

Moving inside the cabin is easier than ever with the new slimmer, ergonomically designed
I-Shift gear selector. There is also a wide range of customisation options with new fabrics
and colours.

Sophisticated design & smart technologies

The bold new look of the exterior is characterised by the signature V-shaped headlights
which have now been moved outwards to align with the feature line of the cab doors. The
turn indicators have also been moved to the door, giving the truck both improved
aerodynamics and a more confident look. The wiper panel is cleaner and slimmer while a
bigger iron mark makes the new Volvo FH easily recognisable even from a distance.

“The new generation Volvo FH combines the most successful elements from the previous
FH series with smart technologies and a functional, human-centric design,” said Parry.
“The result is an intelligent and sophisticated truck that helps the driver deliver
outstanding performance under any conditions.”

New adaptive high beam headlights
Volvo Trucks has always put safety above all else. The FH’s new adaptive high beam
headlights are a prime example.

The system improves safety for all road users by automatically disabling selected
segments of the LED high beam when the truck approaches oncoming traffic or another
vehicle from behind.

“This groundbreaking feature gives drivers far better nighttime driving conditions,
especially on rural South African roads,” said Parry.

Further safety enhancing features on the Volvo FH include Downhill Cruise Control,
which sets a maximum speed to help prevent unwanted acceleration when travelling

downhill, and an improved Adaptive Cruise Control (ACC) that works at all speeds,

even down to a standstill.

The Electronically controlled Brake System (EBS), which is a prerequisite for safety
features such as Forward Collision Warning with Emergency Brake and Electronic
Stability Control, now comes as standard on the new truck. Volvo Dynamic Steering, with
the safety systems Lane Keeping Assist and Stability Assist, will be standard on certain
models and also as an option of selected others.
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Visibility is further improved by the addition of a passenger corner camera that provides
a complementary view of the side of the truck on the side display. This feature is
standard on all models.

Improved fuel efficiency & productivity

Using various driveline and chassis configurations, the new Volvo FH can be tailored to
suit a wide range of applications and enable significant fuel and CO? savings. In long-haul
operations for instance, the new Volvo FH with the updated D13A engine with Torque
Assist can deliver fuel savings of up to 3%.*

Volvo Torque Assist is intended to reduce fuel consumption by providing more efficient
driving when the cruise control is disabled in long haul operations.

These innovative functions will help drivers save fuel even when cruise control is not
activated. 1-Cruise, Volvo Trucks’ intelligent cruise control, is still the best way to
optimise fuel consumption, but sometimes it might not be applicable.

Volvo Torque Assist is designed to give more fuel-efficient driving by automatically
adapting the truck’s torque and acceleration to the road topography, the load and speed
changes. Another supporting function keeps the amount of injected fuel constant after
the engine’s ‘green range’ has been passed. The slightly compromised performance is
compensated by improved fuel economy.

The pedal map has also been recalibrated. A less sensitive pedal creates a smoother
torque development, which, in turn, makes the truck easier to control.

The software also gives a more significant result with heavy loads, many slope changes
or large speed variations, while drivers transporting lighter loads with constant speed on
flat roads will save less fuel.

In many European markets, the Volvo FH is available with the Euro 6 compliant gas-
powered LNG engine that offers fuel efficiency and performance on par with that of
Volvo’s equivalent diesel trucks, but with a far lower climate impact.

The gas engine, which is currently being tested in SA, can run on either biogas, which cuts
CO? by up to 100 percent, or natural gas which reduces CO2 emissions by up to 20 percent
when compared with Volvo’s equivalent diesel trucks. This relates to emissions from the
vehicle during usage, known as tank to wheel.

Productivity, another important customer priority, is further optimised on the Volvo FH
due to its capacity for increased front axle loads, as well as tag and pusher axles with
improved steering angles to reduce tire wear and improve manoeuvrability.
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The truck is also available with Tandem Axle Lift, enabling the rear axle to be disengaged
and raised when the truck is not loaded, reducing the fuel consumption.

Facts about the new Volvo FH
e (Cabs: Low sleeper cab, Sleeper cab, Globetrotter cab and Globetrotter XL.
e Exterior and interior trim packages for individual design.
e Diesel engines are available with different emissions standards. The D13A Euro 3
engine is available with 400 hp/ 2200Nm, 480 hp/ 2400 Nm and 520 hp/ 2500 Nm.
Euro 5 variant available in South Africa on request.
e Gear changing system: I-Shift with software packages for different areas of application.

“Drivers can now drive with more confidence, as the FH offers a multitude of
enhancements,” said Horberg. “As long-haul drivers spend so much of their time on the
road, we focussed on their comfort, safety and efficiency. We believe the new FH delivers
on all of that, and more.”

*The fuel improvement claim is calculated by comparing costs of diesel DI13A Euro 3 with Torque Assist to DI13A Euro 3 without
Torque Assist. Actual fuel economy may vary depending on many factors such as the driver’s experience, use of cruise control,
vehicle specification, vehicle load, actual topography, vehicle maintenance and weather conditions
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For further information please contact:
Valentia Hobbs

Director Marketing and Corporate Affairs
Tel: +27 11 842 5000

Email: valentia.hobbs@volvo.com

Volvo Trucks provides complete transport solutions for professional and demanding customers, offering a full range of
medium to heavy duty trucks. Customer support is secured via a global network of dealers with 2,100 service points in
more than 130 countries. Volvo trucks are assembled in 14 countries across the globe. In 2019 approximately 131,000
Volvo trucks were delivered worldwide. Volvo Trucks is part of Volvo Group, one of the world’s leading manufacturers
of trucks, buses, construction equipment and marine and industrial engines. The Group also provides complete solutions
for financing and service. Volvo Trucks” work is based on the core values of quality, safety and environmental care.
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